
 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 1. From the Office of the Secretary General 
Greetings Masters of the Council, Administrative Officers, Regional Representatives, 

Chairs’ of Committees and Taekwon-Do Friends. 

ITF HQ Korea issues monthly Newsletters for the Executive Officers to keep our leaders in 

the loop and update them with current news and activities. However, since we have had 

many verbal and written requests regarding the recent success of the Open World 

Championships in the Netherlands we have decided to prepare and openly publish the 18th 

issue of our Newsletter to share information about the event with our members and other 

interested Taekwon-Do practitioners. 

The event involved a large number of people who contributed to its enormous success.  

Therefore, on behalf of the ITF HQ Korea I would like to take this opportunity to thank all, including the organizers, 

members, supporters, competitors, coaches and umpires for their incredible efforts that resulted in this success. I would 

like to state that we are very proud of all of you and thank you from the bottom of our hearts. You not only made the 

event successful, but you demonstrated that we all can get together in one Taekwon-Do spirit, support and appreciate 

each other in a common goal, being the love for the art as founded by General Choi Hong Hi.  

The Open Worlds in the Netherlands was accompanied by a number of events and this Newsletter provides reports on 

all of them with descriptions of the activities in the chronological order of their appearance.  

I hope that readers will enjoy this Newsletter and if there are any questions or requests we will be happy to receive your 

comments and messages addressed to korea@itfmail.org.  

Taekwon – Dr Zibby Kruk 

2. Open World Championships – brief summary  
The open Worlds and the accompanying events have come to an end. For the first time in 

history the World Championships and World Cup were held under the auspices of ITF HQ 

Korea in the Netherlands. The organizer Harry van Schaik "Active and Involved" of the local 

club KISPORT Martial Academy was appointed as host and tournament director. The events 

started on the 23-24 September with the Tigers Instructors course level 2 and 1. The Tigers 

program is a life skill development program for children and is supported by our Federation. 

The program is overseen by Mr Harry van Schaik. Anybody who wishes to find out more is 

encouraged to contact Mr van Schaik for more details.  
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On the 25th of September two seminars were conducted by 3 Masters of the 

Council: Master Peter Sanders, Master Rudolf Kang and Master Zibby Kruk. The 

seminar covered an introduction to the theory of biomechanics by Dr Z. Kruk; 

Biomechanics in Taekwon-Do ITF by Master R. Kang and a self-defense workout 

by Master P. Sanders.  The seminar was a great success and resulted in 

increased interest in seminars, especially in the area of biomechanics. We have 

already had discussions and will plan seminars accordingly. More information will 

be available as soon as we make final arrangements. The seminars concluded 

with a Dan test where 1 candidate successfully completed her test and became a 

2nd Degree Black Belt. That evening a Taekwon-Do Friendship banquet was held 

where all of the VIP and organizers got together to enjoy good food and hold discussions before the events. 

 

On the 26th of September the whole day was designated to the education of umpires. Master 

Weston, the Chair of the umpire and Tournament Committee, conducted the second course 

to clarify the new rules that were developed for and implemented during this event.  

From the 27th of September until the 1st of October everything was focused on the competition.  

In total there were 35 countries, 737 participants, 70 referees, 160 coaches and more than 

2500 spectators over the 4 days of competition. It took a lot of effort and some sleepless nights 

by the organizer and the chair of the umpire committee, both of whom worked tirelessly to 

make the event a success and they succeeded. The promotion, comments and following on 

social media was fantastic and we can state with great confidence that it was a very successful 

event for our Federation. Thank you to everyone who contributed to this success.  

 

 

3. Tigers LSE Instructor Course level 1 & 2 
 

Prior to the event for the Black Belts and Color Belts there were several activities to support 

this event and its participants from all over the world. On Saturday 23rd September 2017 – 

a Level 2 Instructors Course for Tigers LSE was conducted. ITF HQ Korea has approved 

the children’s program as a certified program for all children in the world. The instructors 

were educated by Jeffrey Hazelaar, Jamil Chami and John van Dam. All of whom are head 

instructors in the Tigers program. There were 21 participants that represented seven 

countries, the USA, Belgium, Russia, Lithuania, Australia, South Korea, Netherlands and 

Ireland. 

 

Sunday 24th September 2017 – A Level 1 Instructors Course Tigers LSE took place. Thirteen new instructors were 

educated. Ireland and South Korea now have fully licensed instructors. Some are refreshed and others inspired. It was a 

very successful event.  

  

 

 

 

4.  International Umpire Course, Registration & Weigh-in   
Tuesday the 26th September 2017 was designated to the education of umpires.  Led by the Chair of the Umpire Committee, 

Master Steve Weston, the umpires were either refreshed or introduced to the new rules of ITF HQ Korea World 

Championships and World Cup. 



Many of the participants had already been introduced to the new rules in June 

at the seminar that was held in Barneveld as a preparatory workshop for these 

events but the first course focused mainly on introducing the actual rules. This 

second course was designed to show how the rules should be used on the 

floor as training for the forthcoming event. Over 35 people attended this 

second course with most staying to learn all aspects of the competition.  

 

This was an essential days training since without it many of the newer aspects 

of the competition could not have been brought forward for the event. The 

response from the umpires was enthusiastic with many comments given about the new innovations designed to allow 

strategy for competitors and coaches in events that have in the past not provided these options. Overall the training day 

went well with many of the umpires showing their experience and assisting the less experienced more junior umpires. The 

spirit of collegiality that is a feature of Umpiring was very evident throughout not just the training course but the entire event.  

I thank all of great people who provided their professional services throughout the entire four days. It was a pleasure to work 

with all of you   

Master Steven Weston- Chair of the Umpire and Tournament Committee 

 

5. ITF-HQ Open Worlds – Competition and Congress 
Thursday 28th September 2017 began with the Opening Ceremony of the Open Worlds and the elimination events for Black Belts. The 

Opening ceremony commenced with the entrance march of the competitors representing the 35 countries whose entrance and 

introductions were announced by the organizer Mr Harry van Schaik. Opening speeches were delivered by the President of ITF HQ 

Korea Master CJ Oh, Deputy-Mayor of Barneveld van den Hengel and Pioneer Supreme Master Kim Bok Man. The organizer also 

presented distinguished guests and officials with souvenirs representing Martial Arts and the gifts from the region where the event 

was held.   

 



The Black Belt elimination events went all day in individual patterns, sparring, special techniques and power breaking. The new rules 

of ITF HQ Korea were implemented that aimed to increase the fairness and efficiency of the competition.  On Friday the 29th 

September the individual finals and Pre-arranged sparring event took place and were concluded by the medal presentation. The 

honorary guests and Masters who presented medals were dressed in beautiful Korean traditional outfits called hanboks that gave 

the award ceremony a special atmosphere associating the event with the homeland of Taekwon-Do, Korea.  

 

The ITF HQ Korea Congress took place in the evening from 19:00 at the Barneveld City Hall.  It was a Beautifully prepared venue and 

very professional with many technical gadgets that made the discussions and presentations much easier. The congress delegates 

were welcomed by the Deputy-Mayor of Barneveld Hon. Mr van den Hengel who also presented special presents for the Members 

of the Council of Master and special guests. The Congress consisted of 2 parts, one general part designated for the delegates, invited 

guests and executive members and the second part specifically for delegates with voting rights.  

At the beginning all participants recited the Taekwon-Do oath and took a moment of silence to reflect and commemorate the work 

of the Founder of Taekwon-Do General Choi Hong Hi, who’s tireless effort made it possible that thousands of people from around 

the world can enjoy this beautiful art and are proud of it regardless of the organization they are affiliated with. Also 

acknowledgement was made regarding the United Nation Declaration on the rights of Indigenous people. Our Federation recognized 

the importance of the inclusion of indigenous communities as a part of Taekwon-Do. General Choi Hong Hi, the Founder of Taekwon-

Do himself admired the resilience and warrior spirit of the world’s indigenous peoples and this is why we follow Founder’s teachings. 

 

The welcome messages were presented by the President of the ITF HQ Korea Master Oh Chang Jin and the Chair of the Council of 

Master Master Peter Sanders, followed by a welcome message from Supreme Master Kim Bok Man that was presented by Master 

Brad Ship on his behalf.  

 

Apologies and minutes from the previous meeting were accepted and the presentation of the organizational structure, positions 

and tasks as well as programs that our Federation offer were presented by Dr Zibby Kruk, Master Peter Sanders and Master Steve 

Weston.  



At the end of the first part of the congress awards were presented to various individuals for their effort to promote Taekwon-Do, ITF 

HQ Korea and brotherhood among Taekwon-Do practitioners. At this point Grand Master Chew Taek Seong from Malaysia was 

posthumously awarded a 9th Dan. Grand Master Chew’s devotion to Taekwon-Do and the Founder cannot be questioned and he was 

a great example of humility, dedication and trust. 

 

The first part of the Congress was concluded with the activity reports presented by: Master Steve Weston – Chair Umpiring 

Committee, Mr Pascal Polatti – Chair of Traditional Taekwondo Committee, Master Oh Chang Jin – Chair Development of ITF in SK 

Committee, Master Michael Munyon – North America Representative, Master Rudolf Kang – Chair of Technical Committee and Mr 

Harry van Schaik – Chair of Scientific Committee who presented a proposal for a new committee. 

 

After a 15 minute break the Congress resumed its session this time gathering only delegates who had voting rights. This part was 

designated completely to internal Federation matters where the appointed officers were confirmed and the constitution was 

discussed and unanimously accepted. After presentation of the financial report and other matters the Congress confirmed that the 

next meeting will be held in 2 years’ time in South Korea as an accompanying event of the ITF World Championship that will be held 

in the homeland of Taekwon-Do. The delegates enjoyed the hospitality of the Deputy-Mayor of Barneveld Hon. Mr van den 

Hengel who incited them for the post-Congress drinks and finger food. 

  

6. Color Belt World Cup & Conclusion of the event 
On Saturday 30th September the 2017 World Cup (for Coloured Belts) began with a dynamic opening ceremony. After the official 

parade of all countries participating in this World Cup the organizer Harry van Schaik and Master Peter Sanders officially opened the 

event. After the highly enthusiastic dance groups “High Five” and “In Motion” performances, the rings were opened for patterns and 



sparring. During the day an adjustment was made to the timetable so the event could be finished at 20.50 hours with all categories 

and medal awards. A big thanks go to all umpires who worked extremely hard during the whole tournament. 

  

On Sunday 1st October 2017 was an exciting day with hot action in all the team finals, the special techniques, beautiful team patterns 

performance and strong power breaking competition. The competition element concluding with a very exciting final male team 

sparring event between Argentina and The Netherlands that captured the hearts of the audience.  

 

That evening there was an after party for all competitors, officials and supporters. In 

the beautiful surroundings of the Schaffelaar theater participants danced, talked and 

enjoyed nibbles sharing excitement and bonding with new friends. The party ended 

after midnight and the next day the time had come for all teams and guests to leave 

the beautiful and very welcoming Barneveld.  

 

Following the event, the organizer Mr Harry van Schaik expressed his special thanks 

to ITF HQ Korea, Master CJ Oh and Secretary-General Master Zibby Kruk for their 

faith and trust in the organization of the Open Worlds in the Netherlands. He also thanked Master Steve Weston for leading the 

Umpires and Master Peter Sanders as head of the Ambassadors team. Thank you words were extended also to Supreme Master Kim 

Bok Man for his second visit to the village and his valuable knowledge and friendship. Grand Masters Cariati, Hwang Chae Pok, Karel 

van Orsouw, Brown and all Masters from all over the world were thanked for their presence and the wonderful time they spent 

together.  

 

Mr van Schaik also thanked from the bottom from of his heart all the country 

managers, coaches, competitors, supporters, VIPS  and all guests who put so 

much effort in getting to this Open Worlds.  

At the events we saw a beautiful display of Taekwon-Do, we made new 

friendships and saw new sides of Taekwon-Do in an open, friendly and 

supportive way.   

 

Finally, Mr van Schaik thanked Mona den Otter, Donjah Hartsuijker, Peter van 

Voskuilen, Jarne van Schaik, Ambassador Sabum Ad Dekker and ALL the 

volunteers of KISPORT Martial Academy for their endless hours that they put 

into this Open Worlds. Without them he stated it would not have been 

possible to successfully complete this prestigious event. 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: This newsletter was prepared for you by Masters’ Zibby Kruk & Steve Weston.  

 


